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New Poll Shows Majority of Shelby County Residents Support Proposed Solar Development Project 

SHELBY COUNTY, Ind. – Shelby County residents overwhelmingly support private landowners’ rights to 
use their property for a proposed solar project in Shelby County, according to a recent telephone poll of 
300 likely county voters. Before being presented with any specific project details, 75 percent of all 
Shelby County voters said they support allowing landowners to lease part of their land for solar power 
development, including nearly 50 percent who “strongly” support the project. 

National polling firm BK Strategies conducted the telephone survey of Shelby County voters in early 
December. More than 24 percent of respondents said the economy and the area’s fiscal situation (taxes, 
budget, government spending) were the top issues facing Shelby County.  

Ranger Power, which funded the survey, has proposed a utility-scale solar development near 
Gwynneville that would bring $175 million in investment to the local economy. The company, operating 
locally as Speedway Solar, is proposing a $1.6 million economic development agreement (EDA) payment 
paid upon commercial operation to Shelby County. This includes a one-time payment to Shelby Eastern 
Schools of $600,000 split evenly between Morristown and Waldron. 

“We believe this project will help build on Shelby County’s reputation as a place that is open to 
investment,” said Adam Cohen, co-founder and CEO of Ranger Power. “This new poll reinforces our 
community-oriented approach to development. The majority of area residents see the benefits of this 
project including increased tax base and revenue, funds for local schools, and clean, affordable 
electricity that will benefit Indiana homes and businesses. ” 

In addition to economic investment, there will be $15.7 million in tax revenue generated over the life of 
the project, which means a lower share of taxes to be paid by Shelby County residents. 

If approved, the 199-megawatt project would provide enough energy to power 35,000 Hoosier homes 
through an agreement with Wabash Valley Power, a wholesale electric supplier to 19 non-profit rural 
electric cooperatives throughout northern and central Indiana.  

Other key findings of the poll include: 

 Non-farmers were no less supportive of the project and of landowners’ rights than farmers 
were. 

 80 percent of Shelby County voters support allowing private landowners to use their land how 
they like as long as there are no public safety concerns. 

 After more details were given about the project, 82 percent of respondents said they support 
landowners using their land for solar development. 

 Across the board, the poll showed overwhelming approval for a project that supports 
landowners’ rights, farmers’ improved income streams, decreased energy costs for Hoosier 
utility ratepayers and tax revenue generated for county and up-front payment to Shelby Eastern 
Schools. 
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The Speedway Solar project already has received support from Shelby Eastern School Board and the 
Morristown Town Council.  

About Speedway Solar 

Speedway Solar is a project developed by Ranger Power, which is a solar energy company committed to 
working closely with landowners and communities to bring new investment and clean energy 
throughout the Midwest. 
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