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Ranger Power restructures solar farm proposal 
Dec 13, 2018 

 
Ranger Power has altered its design for a proposed solar farm in northeastern Shelby County based on 

feedback from the Shelby County Board of Zoning Appeals and local residents. 

 

By JEFF BROWN - jbrown@shelbynews.com 

 

Pete Endres was surprised when the Shelby County Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) denied 

Ranger Power’s petition for a special use variance to create a large solar farm within the 

county limits – but not discouraged. 

At the Nov. 13 meeting, the board voted 3-2 against the variance that would allow solar 

panels be placed on over 1,000 acres of farm land in northeastern Shelby County.  

Endres, development manager for Ranger Power, visited The Shelbyville News Tuesday to 

talk about the future of the project. 

“We’ve refiled (the petition),” said Endres. “We expect at some time in the coming month or 

two we will go back in front of the (Board of Zoning Appeals) for another hearing.” 

While Endres believes Ranger Power fulfilled the necessary requirements to receive the 

special use variance, the feedback provided from that November meeting made the 

company take another look at its proposal. 

“We feel that the first go around our application met all the county requirements but there 

are always ways to improve things,” said Endres. “So we took the feedback we received, 
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not only from the BZA members but other community members and neighbors to the project 

that came forth, and we redesigned the project.” 

Issues over landscaping, the proximity of the panels to current homes, drainage and a 

decommissioning plan were addressed in Ranger Power’s new proposal. 

“We increased the set backs, we made the landscaping plans more stringent ... beefed 

them up meaning more ornamental and evergreen trees around the project,” explained 

Endres. “We’re submitting a detailed decommissioning plan and drainage plan.” 

And Ranger Power took a more detailed look at just how many solar arrays are needed to 

hit their goal of 200 megawatts of production. 

“If you include all the increased set backs, the panel area itself is 1,014 acres,” said Endres. 

“We have re-sized it to be realistic to what we think we need. It’s actually smaller than we 

were previously thinking.” 

The set backs are now three times the county requirements, according to Endres. And 

detailed decommissioning and drainage plans, which were not required for the variance but 

was a common complaint from the solar farm detractors, are now in place. 

“We have already submitted to the county a detailed decommissioning plan which spells out 

not only how decommissioning would be conducted but how the financial assurance would 

be made to the county,” said Endres.  

There were complaints that the power generated would not be used regionally but that was 

dispelled this week with the announcement from Wabash Valley Power that it would 

purchase 100 percent of the output from the proposed Shelby County solar farm. 

“The full output of the project will be sold to Indiana customers ... to Hoosiers,” said Endres. 

“It will support rural customers, rural businesses, and farmers throughout northern and 

central Indiana.” 

Wabash Valley Power’s deal with Speedway Solar, the project name under Ranger Power’s 

auspices, would be effective through 2057. 

“Opportunities like the Speedway project don’t come along every day,” said Lee Wilmes, 

Wabash Valley Executive Vice President of Risk & Resource, in a media release. “A 35-

year, fixed price contract with no risk of fuel escalation is an impactful addition to our power 

supply mix and enables us to take one more step in reducing the carbon footprint of our 

total energy portfolio.” 

To better dispense the facts surrounding Ranger Power’s first project in Indiana, a 

Facebook page has been created called Shelby County Citizens For Power Progress. 
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“This is a big project,” admitted Endres. “It’s a high profile project. I would never pretend we 

are going to please everyone but we are going to do the best that we can. We firmly 

believe, especially with the improvements we’ve made to the project, this project can co-

exist with the community. It is not inconsistent with agriculture. It respects property rights on 

both sides of the issue. We’ve tried hard to find the balance.” 

On Wednesday afternoon, Endres called The Shelbyville News to explain that a judicial 

appeal was filed strictly to insure another avenue for developing the project should a second 

BZA petition be denied. 

“It’s an option to preserve the project,” noted Endres, who said Wednesday was the final 

day to file the appeal based on the first hearing. “We are perfectly happy to work with the 

county to stay the appeal. We hope to resolve this with the BZA and not the legal system.”  
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